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terns, are agitating, and a common interest of Courts Ls forming against
the common interest of man. This combination draws a Km* that runs
throughout Europe, and presents a cause so entirely new as to Delude
all calculations from former circumstances. While despotism warred with
despotism, man had no interest in the contest; but in a cause t hat unites
the soldier with the citizen, and Nation with Nation, the despotism of
Courts, though it feels the danger, and meditates revenue, is afraid to
strike,
No question has arisen within the records of history that pressed with
the importance of the present. It is not whether tins or that party shall
be in or not, or Whig or Tory, or high or low shall prevail; but whether
man shall inherit his rights, and universal civilization take place?
Whether the fruits of his labours shall be enjoyed by himself or con-
sumed by the profligacy of Governments? Whether robbery .shall be
banished from Courts, and wretchedness from countries?
When, in countries that are called civilised, we see age ^oiiig to the
workhouse and youth to the gallows, something must IK* wrong in the
system of Government. It would seem, by the exterior appearances of
such countries, that all was happiness; but there lies hidden from the
eye of common observation, a mass of wretchedness that lias scarcely
any other chance, than to expire in poverty or infamy, Its entrance into
life is marked with the presage of its fate; and until this is remedied, it
is in vain to punish,
Civil Government does not consist in executions; but in making that
provision for the instruction of youth and the xu|>port of a^ts, aa to ex-
clude, us much as possible, profligacy from the one and despair from the
other. Instead of this, the resources of a country are lavished upon kings,
upon Courts, upon hirelings, impostors and prostitutes; awl even the
poor themselves, with all their wants upon them, are compelled to sup-
port the fraud that oppresses them.
Why is it that scarcely any are executed but the poor? The fart is a
proof, among other things, of a wretchedness in their condition. Bred up
without morals, and cast upon the world without a prospect, they are the
exposed sacrifice of vice and legal barbarity. The millions that are super-
fluously wasted upon Governments are more than sufficient to reform
those evils, and to benefit the condition of every man in a Nation, not
included within the purlieus of a Court, This I hope to make appear in
the progress of this work.
It is the nature of compassion to associate with misfortune, In taking